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Adviser Condoleezza Rice; Lakhdar Brahimi, Spe-
cial Adviser to the U.N. Secretary-General; and 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt 

April 12, 2004 

Thirty Years of American-Egyptian 
Relations: A Partnership for Peace and 
Development 

For thirty years, Egypt and the United 
States have enjoyed a partnership dedicated 
to peace, stability, prosperity, and freedom 
in the Middle East. 

Secretary Powell and Foreign Minister 
Maher plan soon to conduct a session of our 
bilateral strategic dialogue in Washington, re-
affirming the determination of our two coun-
tries to strengthen our partnership. 

In our meetings today, we reiterated our 
resolve to continue working, along with our 
partners in the region, in Europe, and around 
the world, to promote peace in the Middle 
East, maintain regional stability, fight ter-
rorism, and bolster the region’s efforts to-
ward economic, political, and social develop-
ment and modernization. 

Our two nations have nurtured a vision of 
peace that is anchored by the Egyptian- 
Israeli peace treaty. This first peace agree-
ment between Israel and an Arab country has 
been a model for subsequent endeavors to 
achieve a just, comprehensive, and lasting 
peace in the region. 

Our two nations’ unwavering commitment 
to this process led to the universal acceptance 
of the necessity and inevitability of a nego-
tiated settlement. We envisage two states, 
Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side in 
peace and security. We will continue our de-
termined efforts in the forthcoming months 
to achieve these objectives. We believe that 
an Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and parts 
of the West Bank can, under the right condi-
tions, and if it is within the context of the 
implementation of the Roadmap and Presi-
dent Bush’s vision, be a significant step for-
ward. It is our firm conviction that resolving 
the Arab Israeli conflict will be a major con-

tribution to stability and progress in the re-
gion, removing a major source of tension. 

Egypt and the United States also recognize 
the need for political and economic reform 
in the region. The United States has followed 
the steps taken by Egypt over the past few 
years, as well as the ongoing debate on re-
form in different sectors of Egyptian society. 
This ongoing debate, including the call for 
reform produced at the meeting of Arab civil 
society held at the Library of Alexandria last 
March, as well as the speech given by Presi-
dent Mubarak in the opening of that meeting 
reaffirming his commitment for a continuing 
reform process, provide for a constructive 
foundation for further efforts toward democ-
racy and development. 

Egyptian-American cooperation will also 
continue to encompass many other areas. 
Iraq faces a critical moment in its history, 
with wide implications across the region. We 
are committed to helping the Iraqi people 
realize their aspirations to build a sovereign, 
prosperous, stable, unified, and peaceful 
modern nation. 

We intend to maintain our close coopera-
tion in the fight against terrorism. Our two 
nations are among those who have suffered 
the most from the scourge and have no inten-
tion to relent in this fight. The United States 
expresses its appreciation for Egypt’s invalu-
able help and its readiness to continue its 
contributions towards combating and elimi-
nating terrorism. 

Since the 1970s, the United States has 
been Egypt’s leading partner in economic, 
political, and social reform efforts, providing 
highly appreciated material and moral sup-
port. The two nations look forward to 
strengthening their partnership in this re-
spect for the benefit of the people of both 
countries and region as a whole. 

The Egyptian-American partnership has 
promoted peace and stability, while sup-
porting positive change in the Middle East, 
for thirty years. We are confident that it is 
equally capable of meeting the challenges of 
the next thirty years and beyond. We look 
forward to an intensified dialogue about 
Egyptian-American cooperation and partner-
ship in the 21st century. 
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NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Statement on Signing Legislation To 
Provide for the Conveyance to the 
Utrok Atoll Local Government of a 
Decommissioned National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
Ship, and for Other Purposes 

April 13, 2004 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2584, 
a bill to provide for the conveyance to the 
Utrok Atoll local government of a decommis-
sioned National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration ship, and for other purposes. 

Section 101(c) of the bill purports to re-
quire the Utrok Atoll local government, in 
consultation with the Government of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands, to submit a 
plan to four committees of the United States 
Congress for the use of the ship to be con-
veyed. The Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
of which Utrok is a political subdivision, is 
a self-governing republic with a sovereign 
right to self-determination whose govern-
ment has the capacity to conduct foreign af-
fairs. Accordingly, in light of the status of the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands and the ex-
clusive authority of the President with re-
spect to the conduct of the foreign affairs 
of the United States, the executive branch 
shall construe section 101(c) as asking the 
President to request, rather than as requir-
ing, that the Utrok political subdivision sub-
mit a plan for use of the ship to be conveyed. 
The Secretary of State, after consultation 
with the Secretary of Commerce, shall com-
municate on my behalf as appropriate with 
the Government of the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands to effectuate to the extent per-
missible the purposes of section 101. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 13, 2004. 

NOTE: H.R. 2584, approved April 13, was assigned 
Public Law No. 108–219. 

Proclamation 7771—Pan American 
Day and Pan American Week, 2004 
April 13, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Each year on Pan American Day and dur-

ing Pan American Week, we honor the bonds 
of friendship that unite the Pan American 
community. With the exception of one coun-
try, the nations of the Western Hemisphere 
recognize the importance of working to-
gether to strengthen democratic institutions, 
promote economic prosperity, invest in our 
people, and improve our security. At the re-
cent 2004 Special Summit of the Americas, 
the 34 democratic nations of the Western 
Hemisphere reaffirmed their commitment to 
the Inter-American Democratic Charter to 
defend democracy and freedom whenever 
they are threatened. Our unity and support 
of democratic institutions, constitutional 
processes, and basic liberties give hope and 
strength to those struggling around the 
world. 

The nations of the Western Hemisphere 
will continue to draw upon the Charter to 
strengthen the rule of law, protect human 
rights and freedoms, encourage economic 
growth, and promote good governance. As 
neighbors, we are expanding prosperity 
through open markets and economic re-
forms—creating new opportunities for mil-
lions of people and continued economic 
progress benefiting the nations of our hemi-
sphere. My Administration will continue to 
work toward the creation of the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas, scheduled for comple-
tion in 2005. 

To protect the rights and freedoms of all 
our citizens, the Pan American community 
must also combat the forces that threaten de-
mocracy: terrorism, drug trafficking, and 
other crimes that transcend national borders. 
The Declaration on Security in the Americas, 
adopted at the October 2003 Organization 
of American States Special Conference on 
Security, underscores our hemisphere’s in-
terest in collectively maintaining peace and 
security across the Americas. The United 
States welcomes the opportunity to work 
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